
 

HHOOR HYHU\bRG\, WRGa\ ZH aUH KHUH WR WaON abRXW WKH PXUGHU RI RXU RQO\ GaXJKWHU 

SKaQQRQ. SKH ZaV ILQLVKLQJ KHU ILUVW \HaU RI JUaGXaWH VFKRRO ZKHQ KHU OLIH ZaV VXGGHQO\ WaNHQ 

IURP KHU. IW ZaV Ma\ 7WK, 1998, SKaQQRQ KaG bHHQ XS VWXG\LQJ IRU KHU ILQaO H[aP WKH QH[W Ga\, 

ZKHQ VKH KaG GHFLGHG WR JHW UHaG\ WR WaNH a baWK. TKH aVVaLOaQW SULHG RSHQ KHU VOLGLQJ VFUHHQ 

GRRU aQG aWWaFNHG KHU. SKH VWaUWHG VFUHaPLQJ IRU KHOS bXW ZaV VWUaQJOHG. HHU QHLJKbRU FaOOHG 

911 aQG UHSRUWHG KLV QHLJKbRU VFUHaPLQJ IRU KHOS aQG FKRNLQJ QRLVHV. WKHQ WKH FRSV NQRFNHG 

RQ SKaQQRQ¶V aSaUWPHQW QR RQH aQVZHUHG. 

 TKH QH[W Ga\ SKaQQRQ GLGQ'W VKRZ XS IRU OXQFK ZLWK KHU bURWKHU SKaZQ. SKaZQ WKHQ 

GURYH WR KHU aSaUWPHQW aQG NQRFNHG RQ WKH GRRU. WKHQ SKaQQRQ GLGQ'W aQVZHU SKaZQ ZHQW WR 

KHU QHLJKbRU¶V GRRU. TKH QHLJKbRU aQVZHUHG aQG WROG SKaZQ WKaW KH FaOOHG 911 OaVW QLJKW abRXW 

LW. TKH\ LPPHGLaWHO\ UaQ XSVWaLUV aQG bURNH LQWR SKaQQRQV¶ aSaUWPHQW, WR WKHQ ILQG KHU O\LQJ RQ 

KHU bHG, QaNHG. TKH\ FaOOHG 911 aJaLQ WR UHSRUW a GHaG bRG\. TKH FRSV WKHQ FaPH WR WKH VFHQH 

aQG FaOOHG XV. TKLV ZaV QRW a JRRG WKLQJ WR ZaNH XS WR. A SaUW RI XV GLHG ZKHQ ZH JRW WKH FaOO. IW 

KLW XV SUHWW\ TXLFNO\. WH SUa\HG a ORW WR bH abOH WR JHW WKURXJK WKLV WRXJK WLPH. WH aWWHQGHG 

PaVV WKH QH[W Ga\. LHW PH WHOO \RX VRPHWKLQJ WKaW ZH Va\ aOPRVW HYHU\ Ga\ aOO RI VXGGHQ 

bHFaPH H[WUHPHO\ KaUG WR Va\, WKH LRUG'V SUa\HU. I PLJKW KaYH ZaQWHG WKH NLOOHU GHaG WRR bXW 

QRZ I¶P FRQIOLFWHG, I¶YH QHYHU bHHQ WKURXJK VRPHWKLQJ WKLV WUaJLF bHIRUH. I IHHO OLNH I FaQ'W PRYH 

OLNH I'P LQ a FRPH RU VRPHWKLQJ.  

SLO aQG I VWaUWHG JRLQJ WR VXSSRUW PHHWLQJV IRU IaPLOLHV RI PXUGHU YLFWLPV, WKaW ZaV 

H[WUHPHO\ KaUG, HVSHFLaOO\ WR VHH aOO WKH SHRSOH ZH¶YH JRWWHQ WR bH IULHQGV ZLWK KXUW, WKH\ aOO 

KaYH GLIIHUHQW IHHOLQJV aQG GLIIHUHQW Za\V RI H[SUHVVLQJ WKHLU JULHI. FRU XV, ZH GRQ'W ZaQW KLP 

H[HFXWHG. II ZH ZaQWHG KLP GHaG LW ZRXOG WaNH abRXW 15-20 \HaUV IRU LW WR KaSSHQ, ZH GRQ'W ZaQW 

WKLV WR OaVW WKaW ORQJ. IW aOUHaG\ WRRN WKHP 4 \HaUV IRU WKHP WR JHW a OHaG RQ WKH NLOOHU. HH WXUQHG 

KLPVHOI LQWR WKH SROLFH, a 29-\HaU-ROG PaOH QaPHG TUR\ GUaYHV, PKLOaGHOSKLa¶V EOXVLYH CHQWHU 

CLW\ RaSLVW. 



 

 WKHQ ZH ZHQW WR FRXUW KH KaG a YHU\ VWULFW GLVWULFW aWWRUQH\ WR JHW WKURXJK WRR. L\QQ 

AbUaKaP, a SURVHFXWRU ZKR LV NQRZQ WR bH a  SUHWW\ GHaGO\ GLVWULFW aWWRUQH\ LQ WKH FLW\ RI 

PKLOaGHOSKLa, VKH ZaQWHG WKH GHaWK SHQaOW\ ULJKW aZa\, aQG ZH QHYHU ZaQWHG WKH GHaWK SHQaOW\. 

WH KaG WR ILJKW IRU WKH OLIH RI RXU RQO\ GaXJKWHU'V NLOOHU. YHV, WKaW LV RXU GHFLVLRQ, ZH FRXOG¶YH MXVW 

JRQH aORQJ ZLWK KHU bXW WKHQ ZH ZRXOG KaYH WR OLYH ZLWK WKH JXLOW RI KLP bHLQJ NLOOHG. TKaW¶V MXVW 

QRW ULJKW. WK\ VKRXOG ZH VWUXJJOH PRUH? HH'V aOUHaG\ QHYHU JRLQJ WR JHW RXW RI MaLO, ZK\ VKRXOG 

ZH aGG WKH H[WUa SUHVVXUH, WKH H[WUa JXLOW RQ XV, aQG KLV PRWKHU. WH VWXFN WR RXU SULQFLSOHV, 

L\QQ AbUaKaP ZaV H[WUHPHO\ PaG, VKH HYHQ ZHQW WR WKH SUHVV abRXW WKH VLWXaWLRQ. AIWHU VKH 

VSRNH RXW ZH JRW a ORW RI KaWH PaLO, FRPSOaLQLQJ WKaW ZH GRQ'W ORYH RXU GaXJKWHU, WR PH WKaW MXVW 

ZaV WHUULbOH UaQGRP SHRSOH WHOOLQJ PH WKaW I GRQ'W ORYH P\ RQO\ GaXJKWHU. DLVJXVWLQJ, ZH ZHQW 

WKURXJK a ORW aQG I ZLOO aOZa\V ORYH P\ GaXJKWHU QR PaWWHU ZKaW.  

SKH ZaV a YHU\ ORYLQJ KXPaQ, VKH ZRXOG GR aQ\WKLQJ WR KHOS aQ\RQH. TaNLQJ WKH OLIH RI 

29-\HaU-ROG TUR\ GUaYHV LVQ¶W JRLQJ WR GR aQ\WKLQJ bXW KXUW PRUH SHRSOH. WH¶UH KHUH WR UaLVH 

aZaUHQHVV WKaW QR RQH VKRXOG JHW WKH GHaWK SHQaOW\. I ZaV abOH WR UHaFK RXW WR TUR\¶V PRWKHU 

aQG WaON ZLWK KHU, VKH ZaV VR NLQG aQG JHQHURXV, aQG VKH WROG PH WKHLU VWRU\. AIWHU KHaULQJ ZKaW 

WKH\ ZHQW WKURXJK, I FaQ'W LPaJLQH aGGLQJ aQ\ H[WUa SUHVVXUH, H[WUa JXLOW RQWR KHU, VKH KaV LW 

WHUULbOH ULJKW QRZ, aQG ZH FaQ¶W WKLQN RI RXUVHOYHV aW WLPHV OLNH WKLV. WH QHHG WR VWLFN WRJHWKHU 

aQG GR ZKaW'V ULJKW IRU RXU VRFLHW\ aQG RXU ZRUOG. SKaQQRQ ZLOO bH IRUHYHU PLVVHG aQG WKRXJKW 

RI, bXW VKH ZRXOG ZaQW XV WR PRYH RQ aQG WR PaNH a FKaQJH LQ WKH ZRUOG VLQFH VKH FRXOGQ'W. SR 

SOHaVH FRPH ZLWK XV RQ RXU MRXUQH\ WR aSSHaO WKH GHaWK SHQaOW\. 


